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SPATTAL INTERALCTION OF MARKETS IN THE SHAI AREBA

by

Elizabeth A, Ardoyfic*

Tntroducti on

.The.iﬁcroasiﬁgméwaféﬁcss of the rele of rarkets in developuent hés
currenbly geneorated cohsidorable interest in onpirical studies on trade
and varkets in Ghana and other developing countries in ifrica, In this
connection the works of Berry1, McKim2 and Bromley5 could be cited, Dbut
5 mill

L . . . , e 7
and Snmith™ which concern interactiom of markets in rural areas, GScott,

of special significance to this study are those of Scott,4 McKin,

for exanple, analyses the spatial structure of rural narkets, and
evaluates narket periodicity in the context of the exchange systen in
which all rarket uscrs participate, He uses farner and trader visitation
patterns to bring out the differential attractiveness of rural parkets,
McKims also denonstrates the spatial and ftemporal distribution of narkets
ineluding the identification of a hierarchy of narkets and = discussion
of novenents of roods and services which link these narkets into o
systen, Hill and Smith9 have also shown that there is a uniforn spacing
between markets nceting on the sane day, but the distence botween narkets
on the sane day is grester than adjacent markets with different periodic
narket days. This paper attenpts fo denonstrate the extent teo which the
findings of these authors are applicable to the exchanse systen: in the

Shai Area.

Objectives of the Study:

Three nain dbjectives of the study can be distinsuished, The first
is to analyse both inter- mnd intra-regional trade patterns, The second
is to deternine the novements of traders, and their wares, and even nore
significantly the spatial and teuporal arrarngenents of the narkets., The
final objective is to ascertain the pariocdicity of narkets, and to

investigate how such factors as inproved transportation, increased

*Lecturer, Departuent of Geography, University of Ghana, Legon.
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urbanisation and higher purchasing power have led tc the transfornation

of the systen since the latter part of the nineteenth century,

Research Methodolorvse

Two major sources — secondary and prinary sources - were utilised:
for the acquisition of deta, The forner comsisted of both unpublished
and published books, articles and covermnental reports on trade and
narkets. Cartographic evidence fron Ordnance Survey naps, and
chiefteincy lands were used where available, Finally, nanuscripbs
such as Colonial quarterly reports on the Pranpran and Akwapin Districts
were also utilised, The sources just nentioned were particularly useful
for the deterhination of the nature of local, jnter- and intra-regional

trade in the 3hai area,

The primary source 7 Anvolved the administrafion of inter-
view schedules; and constituted the main source of data for the study;__...
The field inﬁéfﬁiews were carried out in the five Shai villages of
Dodowa, Lyikuna, Agoneda, Doryume and Kodiabe during the'suﬁmer_of;1975.
The first part of the field data ccllection was an intensive reconnai-
sance survey in the areas where the interviews were fo take place,

This prelininary survey pronoted the establishnent of contacts with
chiefs, fanily heads, administrators, traders, individual consuners and
producers in the project area. Two different schedules were developed
for the survey, The first was designed to cover past econcnic activities
of the people, and was therefore adninistered to traders who are above
fifty years old; The second and the nore inportant covered the present
econonic activities and were aduinistefed in both the markets and
individual households, The purpose of the market survey was to reach
the fraders who visited the Shai area fron the resions, while the house-
hold ore was to obtain information fron people vho traded in their houes
or alongz the road as well as those who were involved in other neans of
livelihood apart frowm trading, In all 302 people were interviewed,

This nunber excluded iang unstructured interviews with sone of the old

and nore articulste nen and wonen in the Shai area who are no lonzer in
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any active econcnic enploynent but who, as it were, had sone knowledge

of both past and current patterns of irade in the area.

Inter—- and Intra-Resiopsl Trade

‘ 10,
Local trade was as old as the 3hei towms thenselves, ~ but of nore
inportance was the inter-regional trade in the Shai-akwapin regions
which was carried out through a resular narket conplex centred on

Dodowa between 1790 and 1920,

The Shai arecas produced nostly asricultural products which can.be
seen in the fams and plantations located all around the settlenents.
The slopes of the ridge were clothed with paln, while the food erops
were cultivated on a more level land alony the fAccra-Dodowa Road,

Most of the oil palm (Elaeis Guineansis ) srew wild and were tended by

the farners, The food crops grown included types of yan {tne Dicscorea
species), corn (Zea Mays), ocro (fibiscus osculentis), sroundnuts
(Lirachis hypogia), cassava (Manihot utilissima) and plantain (Musa

sapientur var paradisiasos). Though some of these food crops were for

donestic consunption, the sreater part entered inte the local trade,
Retailing of oil paln was done nostly by the Shai, but a few Krobo, ida,
. 11 s g
Awapin and HEwe were also involved, Pobtery = was a speciality
of the Shai and was produced at Agoneda, Dorywum, Kodiahe and syikuna,
Fish, salt, shallots (a speciality of the Kebta Distriet) moved in fran
the southern coast to the interior, znd products like plantaein, rubber,
yan, kola-nuts and aonkey skins cane in fronm the intericr through Dodowa

to the south, particularly to Lccra and Praapran.

Investigations show that at least three categories of ﬁéopié were
involved in the horizontal exchange nechanisn, These were the Ffammer,
lecal traders and itinerant traders, The local traders were nainly
invoived in the novement of loecally grown feodstuffs fron rural o
nearby urban areas or from one rural area to another, WMost of these
traders operate near their hone areas as arbitragers. Their strategy
is to visit bulking  nmarkets, but cheaply and retail their purbhases.

to snall holders in other sections of the sane market., In this systen
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profit marging are low, and commodities are seldom transported from one
retail market to the other, The main objective of this practice is to
sell quickly commodities that have been bousht, The farmers - are
involved in the local trade by sellipng their own farm produce and in
buying in return other commoditics for resale in other villages., The
local traders, on the other hand, are interested in trading directly
with the intention of buying and resgelling, In this trade mechanism,
seliing may take place daily or until such a time that the commodity is
exhausted, This mechanism can be contrasted with the vertical trade
systen where peaple_converge to buy at regular intervals, Both retailing
and bulking are carried on as well, but bulking plays a major central

function in the integrated regional market system.

Periodicity of Markets {1920-1948)

The settlements studied in the Shai areas have specific market days,
where the dominant economic function is bulking and distribution of farm
produce and local food processing products.12 Thus from the point of
view of functional crganization, pericdic mavicets are one of the nost
significant features of the operation of the market place sub—systemS.13
An economic theory on periodic markets was elaborated by Stine-.14 Stine!s

15 Central Place Theory's concepts

theory relied heavily on Christaller's
of minimum and marxinum ranze of a good service: the minimun range is
defined as the "minimum amount of consumption of the central good needed
to pay for the preduction or offering of the central good", while the -
nadimm range refers to the "farthest distance the dispersed population
ig willing to zo in order to buy & good offered at a place". TUsually the
maximun range is larger than the minimum range (thus enadling retail
establishment to be locationally fixed), but where the ninimum range
exceods the maximum, the establishment must become mobile (that ié, the
market must ocecur periodically) in order to survive. This theory was
tested, basing the analysis on field work, interviews and docunentary
evidence, Pigure 1 shows Dodowa as a market centre with its trade
linkages in the Shai-tkwapin area around 1920, The market sreas were
delimited on the basis of the nearby settlements which depended on

Dodowa for trade, The pattern follows Christaller's theory of central
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rlaces, The idea of nerket rings suggests that sellers and buyers nove
between markets on s weekly basis and usually night visit mmrkets five
days in seven, often walking up to fifty niles o exchange exirenely
iow profit commodities, It has been suggested that these wmovenents are .
nore of ten the result of a social need of sellers, rather than a desire
for profit. .Howevéf, the behaviour patterns of buyers and sellers in
the Shai~ikwapim narkets show a remarkable departure from this view as

is demonatrated in thé regst of this section.

4l the narkets werc founded either on palm-oil or cocos trade in
the Shai-,kwapin area.16 These markets were favoured by their accessi-
bility %o other settlements in the region which pronoted then as trade
centres providing goods and services to other neighbouring settlerents.
The nuhber of markets visited was snall and they were usually bulking
narkets, though some retailing was carried on as well, The ﬁérkeﬁ days
were arranged in such a way that the trader could visit other markets
during the week; and the distance travelled by a given trader re?resents
the degree to which he and the markets in which he participated were
integrated into a regional or national economic system, The market days
of Dodowa were Mondays and Thursdays, those of Agomeda were Tuesdays and
Fridays and of Ayiluwaa Hednesdays and Safurdays. Figure 1 shows the
narket days of other regional market areas. The najor narkets in the
Akwapim areas neet on different days so that a trader can visit as many
as three narkets in a week, The nmarket days at idawso were Tuesdays and
Fridays, whilst those at Mangoase were Wednesdays and Saturdays, Pulky
goods like cocoa =amd palm products were the most important comnodities,
md were sent to the nearest markets for bulking. Less bulky commodities
like textiles and perishable items like fish were taken frou one market
to another, Similar products were retailed and bulked in most of the
narkets, Feedstuffs like yan, plantain, cocoyam, cassava and vegetables
were 80ld in all the narkets, while salt and fish were bulked by traders
from Ada, Tema, Kpone, Ningo and Labadi, Dodowa snd Ayikuma in particular
specialised in palm preducts, Adawso, JAwukugua, Mangoase and Tinkong, on

the other hand, specialised in cocoa, thoush Adawso was the nost out-
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standing cocoa narket in the ikwapin area during the early yesrs of
cocoa cultivation in the country. The cocos and paln products were
purchased in these narkets by skwapin and Pante niddlemen, who
transported them to the ports of fAcera, Prampram or Kpong for shipment

to Hurope.

It is clear fron the above discussgion that the narkets originated
as commereial centres, thouwh they undoubtedly hed - socisl functions
as well, These narkets did not offer services to only the inhabitants
of the particular markets in which they were located, but to these of |
the surrounding villages and towns as well. The purchasing power of :
these settlements was such that there was no need for narkeis to neet
daily, lhere a trader had surplus counodities after the market day'
she walked. to the next nearest market in the resion the following day
in order to dispose of those items. Though Christaller theorized that
people had to walk up to eighty kilometres fto the market or service
centres in order to satisfy their requirenents, in the study area
people walked shorter distances, The study shows that traders walked
up to sixteen kilometres within the market ring fo sell, transporting
their conmodities mainly by head-ﬁoterage. Thus, & trader from Dodowa
could easily trade tetween Dodowa, Ayikuma and Larteh, whilst a trader

from Larteh could also trade at Dodowa and Awulusua,

The Spatial Organization of the Market System Today

The markets that have just heen discussed were soon to experience
profeund chanpes in structure and orpganization due to economic upheavals
that took place in the southern part of the country during the latter
part of the ftwentieth century. In Figure | the foot-paths linking the
varlous narkets are demonsirated, These foot-paths played a significant
role in the development of the various markets in the Shai-ikwapin area
by linking all the market centres. However, when neang of c aamunication
were inproved and transportation became cheaper the markets at Dodowa
and Ayikuna gradually lost a greater part of their tributary areas to

centres which were better supplicd with transportation lines. The cocoa
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statioﬁ.at Mampong, in the Dodoﬁa tributary area, wns.moved to Admwso
from wheré the cocom was tfnnspofted te Mangoase ond then sept by rail
to Accro.  Hongzease gprew as a temporary terminus of the Acoro~Kumasi

“raillweoy which ecame to a standstill during the First World War in 1910

Thie

[1e1

ave Mangoase significince as the meain outlet of ceoeon in the

Akwavim Regien t1i1l after 1918 when the line was contimued to Keforiduo,

,which'was.also a major cocea producing area. Dodowa and Ayikuma morks
were - the first to diminish in importance. ‘hen decline set in, many
traders turned their attention to Manpoase, ddawso and Awukugua. These
markets continued to flourish until obout 1929 when the unfortﬁnate
capsid menacs devnstetod the cocoa farms in Akwapim. This marked the
end of the cocon trade, and the importance of the markets in the ﬁkwapim
Rerion. '

The inter-regionnl market system, as 1t exists today, has bheen

L
shown in Figure 2+ The market areans have shrunk considernbly in size
due to the collapse of the aplm oil and cocon industries. The markets
are still in function; some have retained ﬁheir functions as pericdic
markets, though on a less importsant scale, whilst others have ceased to
function as markets. An example of such a market is thot at Awukugua,
which has cnllapsed almest entirely. The little that remained of it

has been amoved to Abiriw, as shown on the map.

Periocdicity of the Markct System Today

The poriodiec markets dn the Shai area are much Tirmly locnlised:
and smaller in extent than they used to be during the second decnde of
the'twentieth.century. -Thc’pcrioﬁic mdrket days are still maintained and
the Shai as well as the /kwapim regioﬂs experience a fhrée“day market
week. PFipure 2 based on ficld work conducted during the summer of 1975
illustirates the periodie mﬁrkets.in the Shai aren and their relation—
ships to cther morkets in the skwapim area. The evidence reveals -the
exiztence of market places rotating market mectings among a group. of
markets in.Sﬁch a way that one can attract a sufficient number of people

to justify holding o morket. Thu'emcrgent pattern further shows that many
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people froﬁ digstant villazes have the opportunity to aftend markets in
the bigger villaces, The narkets are spatially arranged in such a way
that markets mectiny on the same day are normally not Jess than 16 lon,
apart. This is true of Dedows and Lbiriw, on the one hand, and Agoneds
and Larteh on the other hand (Figure 2). Thus, there is a uniforn
spacing between narkets meeting on sane days in the Shai and Akwapin
Ridge towns. (On the other hond,the distance between narkets neeting on
the sane day is sreater than adjacent narkets with different periodic
narket days, Ayiloara, whose narket day is Wednesday is only 8 lku. oyay
frai1 Dodowa whose narket day is Monday. There ére no narkets in the
Shai ares which held marketé on.the same day except Doryunu and Agzomeda
whose narket days fall on Tuesdéy'and Friday. It must, however, be
pointed out thatsaccording to the residents of Doryum, the settlement
has no:ﬁarket day, Thero is & daily market thouszh there is greater
atténdénce on Tuesday mmd Friday. Secondly, the ‘narkets in the Lkwap in
area.meé%'on days equivalent to the.Shai_markét days, Thus, the narket
days of Dodowa - Monday and Thursday - éoincide with those of Abiriw;
fgoneda and Larteh nmeet on Tuesday and Friday whilst dyikuﬁa and
Hangoage hold markets on Wednesday and Saturday. It is, therefore,
clear that two distincf market cycles or rings exist -rone in the Shai
area and the cther in the sfkwapin area, and they are so arranged that
the locel trader can visit both Shai and ikwapin markets during'the
sane narket cyéle period. The popular ikwepin narkets visited by the
Shal are Larteh and Mangoase., The choice of Larteh is obvious, It is
nearer to the Shai area - being only 11.5 kilonetres fron Ayikuma, and
18 kilometres fron Dodowa, Normally traders fron Dodows, who sell
perishable commodities ruch uo o ~ked fish and frech vcgetahlos, sell at
Dodowa on londay, visit Larteh on Tuesdéy, and trade on Wednesday.

They go back $o the Dodowa narket with a second narket day on Thursday.
Those who ftend to visit Mangoase are the foodstuff (cassava, plantain)
dealers who are attracted by the greater econonmic opportunities of a

bigmer market,
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An important aspect of trading in these periocdic markets is the
presence of farmer-sellers and farmer-traders who participate
primarily in a horizontal system, The farmer-seller, especially
fooderop farmers, usually sell wholesale to either local or long-
distance traders vwho,in turn,retail their purchases in a regionnl
market like Accra. The farmer-traders, on the other hand, bring
their vegetables or foodcrops to the market to retail and in return
iy other rroods to te resold in other villagés like:Doryumu or

Kodiabe on daily basis,

The periodic market most visited by Dodows traders is Dodowa.
411 the 103 traders interviewed in the town visit the Dodowa market
-as well as other Shai markets except 1% who claim that they do not
visit any other markets besides Dodowa. The nost inportant nmarket
visited by traders fronm Dodowa is ayikuma which is visited by 33.4%.
The next in order of importance is Larteh 22.4%, Somanya 19.8%.
Agomenya 12,%%, Menpoase 9,1% and Frankadna 2%, The most popular
narkets visited by traders from Kodiabe and Doryumu are Ayikuma and
igomeda, The reason for the choice can be partly attributed to the
proxinity of fLyikoma and partly Yo its accessibility from these two
settlenents, The field survey, indeed; supports this view,
secording to the survey, 76% of the traders prefer to visit nearby
markets in the Shai area owing to transportation problems; 54% of
then get to the market by foot, whilst 10% prefer to visit markets
with nmore participants. The rest tend to visit markets where they
have regulair customers, and also bigper service centres like sicera

and Koforidua,

Commodity Flow

The commodities for trade offer am interesting teopic for dise
cussion since limited farming is done in the Shal area itself, Thus,
the movement of local farm produce in the Shai area into the markets

is . not a simple movement of nen and wonen fron their farms,

.
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The majority of the Shai peorle are traders (68%), and only 14.96%
earn their living by farming {Table 1)}. The usual practice, therefore,
is for the women traders to act as a first-level intermediary - they
buy zoods fron a mumber of farmers in order to sell at the markets,
and in some cases they even buy fronm other women who have purchased the

comnodities from farmers,

Table 1

OCCUPATICHAL CIHARACTERISTICS AMONG THE SHAI

Settlement Sggﬁie' Tr%de Faém Po#%efy Oth;rs Unenployed
Dodowa &55 . 66,45 10,96 1,95 22,59 Je22
Agomeda 34 T9.41 8,82 0.00 1,77 0,00
Ayikuma 35 . 65.71 11.41 0,00 22.88 - 5.71
Kodiabe 42 64,28 21.42 2.38 11.92 2,38
Doryumnu | 36 63.88 22,22 2,77 1133 0.C0

Most of the farmers prefer selling to non-relatives in order to get
better gelling prices for their goods; in actual fact,most of the farners
interviewed sell their farm produce to the local traders and visiting

traders on periocdic market days.

Althoush the various types of the narketable products frau the
neighbouring settlenents nove to the Dodowa market wi thout any definite

pattern, there is however, a .cortain derrce of specialisation from the
feeder areas ag Teble 2 shows.

The most outstand ing specialization iz shallots froz the Keta
district, whilst smoked fish enters the market from the ccastal setttlew-
ments of Ada, Prampram, Tema and Akuse along the Volta River, Unlike
other periocdic markets where distant traders arrive on the eve of

market day, the traders to the Shai area, especially those from Keta and
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Table 2

TLOY G COMMCDITING TC 'THE DODOWA MARKDT

ommodi Feeder Settlemen Pistance from
Commodity Faed thtlewent Distance from
Dodows, (in kme )

Corn Asesewa 83
Frankadua 68

Cassava, Flantain /Asesewa 8%
Odumase 37

Shallots Ada g7
Keta 16%

Fish Akuse - : 09
Ada g7

dccera no

Prampram ) _ _ 21

Toema 13
Peppor, Tomatoes Somanys L32 .
Akuse - . 1.9

Ada, leave at dawn to get to the market by 6.00 m.m. Thame are the
traders who sell their commodity in bulk to local traders in order to
return to their base the same day. The proscont wovement of traders
shows clearly that now apricultural products move for far groater
distances than they used to during the lapter part. of the ninetoenth
century and the first aecadq of the twentiscth century. This
change isvattriﬁuted to considerohle improvement in vehicular =md

rail transportation which makes for greater mobility so that people

can take thelr products over longer distances, instesad of transporting
their commodities by head-porterage for about 16 kilometres to get to
the market. The improvement in transportation and the growing impor-—
tance of foodereap markets mainly aceccunt for the shrinkage of the
market cycles (compare Figures 1 and 2>+ Whereas formerly traders were
compelled to visit the nearcst market because of the transport situation,

now traders have a wider choice of marketss



The local products assembled in the markeis in the azrea of study
move in various directions, but three directions are outstanding,
surrounding settlements in the ring., Women, who visit the market with
the intention to scil,bardly leave the market without buying something,
for the market serves as their local shop where they can buy'their
food and some imported material. Secondly, there is the movement of
goods from one market ring to the other. Thirdly, there is a movement
of goods, especially vegetables like tomatoes, pepper and garden eggs

out of the markets io the nearby towms and cother urban areas.

The other movement of goods is that of -imported geods which are
not available in the immediate locality of the market, but come in from
Accra, The scale of trading in this particular type of commodity is
very small, but it serves a very important function by bringing within
reach of the rural population such imperted ~rods as textile, gluminium
ware, milk, scap and sugar. As has already been pointed out, traders
who sell such items usually vizit several narkets within the ring

before returning to their base o replenish their stock,

In discussing commedity flow,, one mmast .not overlook the middlemen
whose activities considerably aid the novement of goods to the Shai
narkets., In the Dodows marketg*thc niddlenen who arce nainly Ga-Dangbe
and Akwapin, operate in seven centres, which foxn the source of the
products they assenble on periodic narket days. TFoodstuffs like paln-
muts, cassava, garden eggs and pineapples are brousht fron Ashiaman
and Kurabor, fish fropn 4da, Tena, Ningo and Acera, and vegetables from
Iarteh, ‘In the other Shai narkets, it seens niddlemen fron the sarne
centres operate, though in Kodiabe additionel centres are involved,
Middlemen.purchase foodstuffs and vegetables fron Suhun, JMdawso and:
Mangoase a8 well, These niddlemen are nainly interested in bullcing
and way neot buy anything from the narket for re-sale, On the other
hard, there ore some niddlenen who specislize in earthenware, and,
therefore, purchase pottery in bullk, cspecially at Agoneda, Kodiabe

and Doryumu for bulk reselling in other markets like Tena and Ashianon
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Generation of weononic activity

It is obvious that the Shai area is largely inhabited by the Shai
people, The sahple population of 302 interviewed in the Shai settlo-
nents shows that apart from Kodiabe where the greater proportion {42)
are Ningo, the other four settlenents have a predoninamt Shai popula-
tion, In Dodows, 55% of the inhabitants are Shai, 9% Wingo, 6% Ada,
6% Xrobo while other tribes including Go and Akwapin couprise 24% of
the population, Doryumu has a Shai population of 75%, igoneda has 795
Shai, and Lyikuna has by faf the largest.Shai population of 97%. The
majority of these people are traders as indicated in Table ', In spite
of the large percentage of traders there are inadequate incentives for
the encouragenent and expansion of trade in the area, hence the incone
of the Shai trader is prohibitively low {see Table %), The average
foodstuff trader in Dodowa earns about §36.,00 per nmonth; the average
for the traders in the other periodic markets arc lower still, Agomeda
traders make on the average §25.60 per nmonth whilst those in Ayikuma
nake 23,00 per nonth, Sone traders earmm as low ag $8.00 per nonth,
Corpared with the incore of ¢60.00 per month for the lowest paid
labourer in the country, the Shai fooderop trader is aopparently very
PoOOY. Among the food—crop traders the paln-nut sellers could be
singled out as high incone earmers, HMost of then nake about §100,00
per nonth in the Agomeda market, Perhaps the most profitable iten of
trade is earthenware,16 which is locally manufactured and can be
regarded as a speciality of the area, particularly in Kodiabe and
Doryunu, Most of the pots are sold in bulk to niddlenen from Tena,
Somanya and Ashisnman, The average saring of the earthenware
manufacturer in the two towns is ¢120,00 per nmonth, thoush nost of
then earn up to $200.00 per nonth, In Kodiabe there are a few
cattle dealers who nske about {300.00 on a cow,

A picture, thus, emerges of the Shai trader with a low incone and
poor profit margin, This can be attributed to several factors, one of
which is the organization of trade itself (see Table 4). Though the -

najority of traders do not employ any assistants, abhout one-third of the



Table 3

ECONQMIC PLTTERNS AND PRODUCTIVITY It Tk SHAI AREa

£5.

Occupntion

Nunber of Traders Employed

sverage Net Return (Cedi/Month)

thelegsle Trader

Foodeatuff Retaller

Lassava
‘Plontain

Vepctable Retailer

Pz imnuts
Garden Ezgs
Toratoes
Pepper

Fish

Pottery

Yool Sellers*

Wine and Spirit
|

Cattle

Dodowa

7

55

32

16

Agonela

1

11

hAyikuna

3

12

Kodiabe

1

13

16

Doryunu Dodowa
R . _60.21
7 36,00

-8 28,50

1 20, 00

2 85.60

3 35.00

- | 56, 00

Agomeda

5361

25,6

62,00

90,00

74,00

40,00

ayikims

4,11

23,00

23,20

32.4C
70.00

53,00

Kodiabe

23445

21,50

8.00

12,65
120,00
33440
25.40

300,00

Poryamu

16,00

12.00

12,00
120,00

36,00

*Pood-sellers conmprise those engaged in selling fcod jtems 1ike brezd, besns and gari, fried plantain end kenkey.



ORGANIZATION OF TRADE BY HOUSEHOLDS

66

Table 4

Ho. of workers

Dodown eoneda - Ayikuna Kediabe Doryuau

in trade Wo. %  No, %  No. % No. %  To. e

Ko. of workers 82 52,90 28 8235 24 68,57 22 52.38 2 72,22

t=2 44 23,38 3 8.82 8 22,85 17 26.19 5 15,043

34 14 9.03 3 8.82 1 2,85 4 9,52 1 277

56 1429 O 0,00 O 000 1 2,38 0 0.0

No response 1% 8,38 O  0.00 2 5.71 4 9,52 4. 11,1
Houschold help :

in trade 55 35.48 6 17.64 9 25.7 132 30,95 5 13,55

No, of workers _
paid 55 35.48 6 17.64 9 25.7 15 30.95 5 13,50
Table 5
SPECTALITY OF MIDDLEMEN TH TR.DE

Dodowa Lgomeda Ayikuna Kodiabe Doryunu

Trade Them No. % Ho. % Yo. % o, % Mo et

Foodstuffs 22. 14,19 3 8,82 2 5,71 0 0,00 1 2,77

Pottery 1 0.64 4 11,76 2 5,71 O 0,00 4 2.77

Fish 6 3.87 2 5.88 1 2,85 i 2.38 0 0,00

Wo specialization 126 70,30 25 73.54 30 85.73 41 97.62 34 94,00

Total 155 100.0¢ 34 100,00 35 100,00 42 100,00 36 10C,CC
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traders in Dodowa and Kodiabe get assistance from some members of their
heouseholds, usually daughters or nieces. In nost areas in Ghana, such
household assistants do not receive any regular vemuneration, but our
regearch findings clearly reveal that 2ll such assistants in Shai are
paid as Table 4 shows., This practice reduces the already low profit
margin of the trader, Another factor which further cuts down the profit
of the trader is the operations of middlemen who speoialise in food-
stuffs, pottery and fish, The middlemen usually offer low prices for
these commodities because they buy in bulk in order to resell in other
markets and must be certain of a reasonable profit margin after reselling.
Indeed, the middlemen usually make nore profits than the farmer tradérs
and seller traders. Yes, the traders do not strongly object to the
activities of the middlemen. The latter assure the trader of her incone
and quick refurn especially where commodities with high perishability .
rate like tomatoes and fish are concerned., They also give the distant
trader enough time to return to her destination by the afterncon., 4s
Table 5 shows, most of the middlemen do not specialise in particular
comodities, except a few who operate mostly in Dodows, Agomeda and
Ayikuma. In Dodowa, most of the middlemen are dealers in foodstuff and
fish, whilst those in Agomeda handle more of pottery,

The low incone of the Shal trader thus TbSUltm in low savings and
low capital formation, and because thore is very . Little capital for . ' _
investnent 1n the expansion of agriculturc or for increasing and extendlnp_
her trading activities, the Shai remain poor. Those interviewed
isolated four major problems which they think may have contributed to
the plight of the traders., Jvailability of capital was identified asf
the mejor obstacle in their economic pursuits. Those who suffer nost
in this cage arc the farnmer traders involved in'éil—?alm and cassava
production who necd to expand their farmsfor plantations, This is so
becouse the farner trader divides his capital so he dperatcs at low
levels in either way, added to the financial problen is the difficulty
of acquiring land for farning purposes, 4 third problem of the itrader
is transportation difficulties, Traders complain of high costs of |

trangport which, in furn, reduces their pfofit margin, There is also
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the problem of low nurchasing powef amony: the Tocal porulation. Indeed,
the last problem is a contributory factor in encouraging the periodic
market cycle in the area. Owing to low sales in the study area, most

of the traders prefer visiting other bipgpmer and competing market centres
like Accray Tema and Ashiaman where wnurchasing power is much higher.
Most of the Shail towns haove thus been losing both traders and buyers

to these bigper treding centres.
Conclusion

The study has exéhinod spatiél interaction of markets, which can
significantly be traced back to the beginning of the cil palm industfy
centres on Dodowa dﬁring'the Gineteenth century-l6 Both horizontal and
vertical cxchange systems were consequently developed with increasing
emphasis on vertical trade, which, indeed, became the economic Basis of
the Shail arez. The periodic market cycle is mointained, but ilmproved
transportation, increased urbanization and its associated higher purcha=
sing power, have led to the transformation of the system since the second
- deeade of the {fwentieth centurye The trode system, as it survives today,
exhibits a pericdic narket system with a three—day market cycle.

Markets meeting on the samc day are uniformly distributed spatiallye.

The averape separately distance markets meeting on the same day is

16 km., though the distance hetween adjacent morkets mection on
different days is shorter. The Monday Market of Dodowa is & kme away
from the Wednesday Ayikuma morket, whilst the Thesday Larteh market

is only 2.8 kilometres from the Ayikuma market. The present periodic
market system is not enocugh in achieving effective economic poals among
the rural folks, who suffer poverty owlng to low productivity and incomes
and lack of adequate incentives for diversification in their rural
cconomiess The cthGQuence is ecut-migration of the able=bodied men in
search of better jobs elsewhore = in the cities and in the farming
regions. Perhaps with further research into avallability and utiliza=
tion of local resources, the economic base of the arca will not only be
broadened, but will be strengthened to-meet the increcasing needs of the
exchange system, which involves 60 per cent of the Shai pepulation and

is the hasic means of livelihood.
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Policy Reconmendations

In the light of the above discussions, it hes been necessary to

nake sone policy recomnendations.

The findings clearly reveal that there is neoed to inprove and
broaden the ¢cononic bnse of the Shai arca, The inprovenents should
be basced on existing economic activities, which cuprise trading,
farming ond the nanufacture of carthenware., Trading is concentrated
on foud~crops such as cassava, garden eggS, pepper and tconatoes, nost
of which come from the outlying regions %to the Shai srea for marketing.
The quantity originating fron the Shai arca itself accounts for not nore
than 2% of the foodstuffs nmarketed in the area, It is believed that if
cultivation of these fooderops were improved and expanded, settlenents
like Bodowa and Ayikune could produce enough cassava and vegetables for
their respective narkets and even have =2 surplus for the urban narkets,
for ezanple, Accra, which is just over thirty kilonetres from Dodowa,
In this connection the Food Distribution Corporation could perforn an
essential role by establishing corieciing centres in the area, and
helping with the narketing of the foodcrops, With the expansion of
agriculfure, particularly, the production of cassava, a gari processing
plont could be established for the large-seale production of this food
iten which is a staple throughout *he country. Starch and zlucose
could also e produced fran the cassava, These developnents would not
only lead to increased productivity and supply, but also open up nore
Job opportunities for the ren whe have been nigrating to urban centres
owing to the lack of enployment opportunities in the area. The nanu-
facture of earthenware at the noment - manual, but if this could be
seni-nechanized t¢ increase production and introduce iore varieties of

carthenware such as glazed mugs, plates, soup bowls and flower vases



the earthenvare industry weuld be revolutionised and 2t the save
tine attract narkets throughout the country and even abroad,
thus helping to raise the low incomes of the majority of the people i
in the Shai area. Though it would seen over-anbitious to anticipate

the development of the potteries in Staffordshire of Englend, deve~

loprents along such lines would o a long way to transforn the

econany of the area,
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