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SOCIO-POLITICAL RILEVANCE OF CHIEFSHIP™
IN CONTEMPORARY GHAN

blud
d+Ke Quarcoo

It is pertinent that n sccioloiecal conference concerned
at this time with the institutional challenqcs of contempor ry
Ghana should 2lect to consider tHu subiect of chicftaincy.
Chiefship of course, is by no means restricted to Ghana but the
type of chiefship wh1¢h I have Llsgwhere reforred to'nB_EEEMEEEE

of"sfool_pdliCy'has hecome peculiar to the country.l It is a

" system of government which has grown arcund the use of stool or
gkin as a symbol of office. ‘e sugpest it is a socio=political
organization in which the government is essentially of the people,

by the people for the pe0p1e.2

Democracy and balance of forces appear to he sirmificant
features of the stﬂol'?olity tyre of covernment. It has notmbeen
static but dynamie. Nonetheless it appears it has been a draz in a
way, tc politicel advancement at different times in Chanaian histoery.
Basically, however, the history of chiefship indicates that it has
proved to be a tried wociopolitical iﬁstitution; which as far as
records show, continues to be seriously linked with tho“total life

and!culture.:_

xFirst delivered at a Gociovlogical Conference in Kumasi, March 1975
**Senicr Research Fellow, I.ive+, University of Ghana, Legon.
1, See Quarcoo, 1973: The Stool Poiity a kind of Pelitica

. Organization IX Internation Conference on Anthropoloulcal and
ithnological Sciences, Chicago.

2. That is, democracy as defined by the famous American Fresident,
Abraham Lincclne



22

Significantly, ever since the attainment of independence
from colonial rule in 1957, the place and significance of chief-

ship has always been a topical subject.

There is a lot of literture on the constitution of cliiefship.
All serious documents on chiefship outline the place of the chief in
the political structure. Busia has pointed ocut that chiefship tend
to be hased larggly on 1ineage system and this continues to be so.
Bach lineage in Ashanti polity ke studied was essentinlly a political
unit and its head represented that lineage on the council which is

governing bodys. A chief is nomlnated elected and initizted into

a stool office and then bocomes at once a judicial officer, a

commander~in—chief, the legislative, executive and administrative

head of his people- In parts of the Northern and Upper Regioné,'the
chief is initiated into a skin office since the skin is the equiva=
lenf of the stocl in these régions- The leader so installed was
bound by custenm to act only with the éssent and on the advice of his
elders. A chief who resorted to arbitrary acts, disobedience to the
elders of disrespect for the constitution.of the stool, was destooled.
The chief spoke normally in public through 11nquists and the linquists
in turn should relate what their chiefs say in court in appropriate
language to the people. Chiefs must not upeak uncouth language, as
they are basically resarded as the first among their people and .- nleso links
between the dead and the living. Even now, the chief continues in &
large mensure to be the hub of unity for separnte lineages,-villages
and sub=divisions. The ideals embodied in the pelitical and social'“
dimensions are basically the same today. The form of political
orgenisation Whlch we are calling chiéfidincy requ1red that the

person regarded as the most suitable far the position at any - |
particular time should be invited, persuaded or .coerced to take the
offices The.grave responsibilities attached fo the foice-made some -

people shy away from it. A few, however, in the past ag it is the
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now, lobbied or even bought their way to it or engeged in

longed 1itigations to get the office.

chief and gome limits on legitimized authority

Conatitutionally, 4 nominated and slected chief is ritually
installed into offices Grand public ceremonies, which include

taking of the ovath of office complete the investiture. A chief_duly

o)

Cinstalled becomes the leader and 'grandfather! of the peoplee If
the c¢hief sbused his privilege and ceased to command the respect of
his people, he was removed from office but not vi ot armise TFirst,
he must be impeached and he mﬁsf{in fact be proved gullty before he
could be.rejécted- The eszence of the stool or skin constitution is
that the chief is under the law aﬁd net abeove ite He is a leader and
not on overlords ‘ '
There are a number of examples in past and contemporary history
of Ghena when chiefs suffered or do Suffer destoolment when they
disregarded the advice of their olders or behaved in unseemly mannere
Gluttony, drunkeness, taking the law into oneis owﬁ hatids, and disT
crimination against eitizens in the realm on the basis of their origins
Cave among the serdocus offences which demand the removal of the chief

3

from offices

%« According to Pusia (1958) Kings Kofi Karikari 1874, and Csei
Bonsu 1800 were dostooled. Kofi Karikori did not give-his elders
enongh respect and arbitrarily removed gold from the Bantama mausoleum
without permigsione Osei Kwame clashed with some of his constituent
~chiefs when he embarked on his centralization policy without approbal.
Chiefs Kwabona Boagye of Asuregya, Kwame Draku and Kwasi Ten were
destooled for excessive drunkenness. HKwase dsomene of Bekwel suffered
destonlment for being & glutton while Kwame 4dsona was destooled for
dealing in charms and noxious medicines. In Juabeng, Akuamoa Panin
vas removed from office for his abusive fongue and persistent dis—
cbedience of hils clders. The chief of Hokofu, Osei Yaw, suffered
destoolment for being addicted to disclosing the erigins of his
subjects. Wote that putting people at a disadvantage because of their
social origin was abhorrod even in old Asante which had many peowle of
varying statuses in the extended resim. Tribalise wor se has therefore
been always abhorred in Alan Ghana. The same ils, tc o large ewtent,
true of all Ghana.
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In the past; the chicf was the recogniszed supreme judicic
military, political and sometimes religicus or ritual authority
within the confines of his geographicel boundaries. On the whole
the elsetion and the rrocesses of making chiefs involved the parti-
cipation of the whole scciety. He sat upon the stool or skin of
the ancestors and assumed the scocial perscnality of the royal
ancegtorss He was thercfore accorded reverence as their successor
and he performed secrifices on Yehalf of the living. His 'judiciall
functions included the restoration of broken relations occurring
from religicus as well as scelal offences. He was regarded as 'sacred!
and had supreme prestige although he had constituticnal checks and
halances on how he used his authority. He was not to be a despot for
he had to govern with the aid of his councillors who consisted of
elected heads of lineages who made up the different divisions in the
sociéty: This_provision made each member of the council a direct

representative on the council on the basis of kinships

On formal assumption of political anthority over his people,
it was the duty of a chief and his council to maintain peaceful
relationships within a given community and make war on sggressors
cr even neighbours who, in the opinion of the commuwity must,

advantageously, be attracted or attached to it.

Chiefs were puardians of the laws &hd customs of thelr peoples
In this exercisze some vast Ghaneian chiefs came ageinst some of the
earlier converts to other religicmes like Gh¥idtimnity-and Palame The
chiel was ubiguiteus in the life of the people, but.the colonial rule
steadily affected and spelt out arsas where they could not operate.
The effect was that there was, a8 might be expected, disarray in

several departments of the ethos of chiefship.
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The chief today

The first vital chonrfe that
iz that it fock most of

the chief in council. Chiefs, of

made through the processes of
kin gualification also

tion. The

with the principle of popuiinr

cams wWith

oncctions

the colonizl rule

the legal and political sovereignty of
course, continue todsy to be

nomination, clection end installa~

confinues to combine kinship

However, a complex of

facters, narely, the loss of soversign power, the wffect of the

long history of nationaliszt movements, and the economic power of

the chiefs wnich has continued to decline give us a differont

portrait of the Ghanoisn chief of todays

A chief today

7, therefcre, is

nominated and glected by his

people in accordance with customary usage snd so acquires legiti-

mized svthority within a specifioed

L

from traditiorn. To be able

o axercioe

area o porform functicns derived -

his functions as reguired by

custom ke must be grzetted by the contrad goverrmont. He is neither

a military nor necesgorily, o spiritval leader, and his judiclal

functions are alse circumacribdd-
pebple or
his court before he could actt
provieion is valid even

fairly howogereocus.

as the arbitrator.

in towns and villages

He, eon arbitrate but the twe

factions muet rormally agrec to bave the arbitration in

Tndeed this

vhese nopulation are

LEvirience however ghows thoet even now, many

people find it adviesbic sad conveniont fo submit to the Yecourts!
of the chiefs.
In tho stoel polity are gredes of stools and stool offices with

graded political commetencois.
be gazetted by povernment. Others
of chiefs of the country.
operate under the former powers of
Until today, a typlesl traditional

usually called a paramcunt chiof.

]

who are often chicfs of dlstricis.

Only higher grades of chicfs need to

nre recognized through the apex
repord the lower chicfs rather
thy steol polity constitution.
council may have an apex chicf

Inder nim may be divisional chiefs

Divisicenal chiofs alsc usually
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have village chiefs under them. Cceasionally, a paramount chief

may have some village chiefs dircctly undsr hime The rosson for

any particular arrongenmcent which doss not conform to the orthedox
pbtorn i o Cbkistorionle

+a

The hicrachy of stool 15 an index fo the hisrsrchy of
stool offices and political power in the renlme Right from the.
village Level esch chief hc" o council of colders with whom he

administors the vil tevm or Aivisicons A citizon con move =

casa from one cowrt to mnother at his own will, Yy swearing the

cath of the ecourt to which he desi

m

to pos  There is nlso an

srrangement whereby one could appesl to a higher courts Once should

o

have good rensons to ottempt to move one'ls case from a Lower court

to a hig

b one, since pencdtics at higher courts ftend to he severer

then thoso at lower courtss

Although these arrengoments do still exdst, rltl gk rule
28 nkntla41v tock awny most of the lepad and politicsd sovereipnty
of the chicf in council and subsequent changes have continued to
porsist dn contemporary Ghanae As we have observed g¢arlicr on, o
chicf may be slocted by a meeople, but the gentral government should
gazette this chief te 'conewmmate! instnllations  We ohserve that
factors thoat have holped to underamine the authority and effsctiveness
of the 1n=u1tutlor cf chisfship, ars comploxe Chicfship since the
cidlornial era hos tended to bBe an oarwm of the central povernment.

Indeed, 1%t has boon sug

that the cuncept of indirect rale
had as 1tz objective, progressive adontation of the Institution o

modern conditions. Hodern conditicns, yrobebly refor to goverament

as envisaged by the cclonial adwinistration.

Historically, 1t iz known that thero were many instances when

the colonial regime that was

sotablished paradoxically often supported

the chiefs against thair peonles  Thisg phenoncnon rather weakened the

"

pogition of the chief. Records show that after the Yan Asantew




of 1900, the steocl comotitution of Amsante was sericusly asaziled.
Even candidates known to have no right according to native customary
1nw to be ivzcumbents of stools were clected to verious stool offices
against the peoplé‘s wille Such chiefs were naturally disrespectful
to the conventions of chiefshin and ruled without regard to the con
atitution of the stocl because they had the support of the colenial
government. Although the people often kicked back nost of the time
they did not succeed in having justice done. Tt is evident that the
history of chiefship would definitely have been different if attenmpts
to refuse to cooperate with government sponscored chdefs which sterted
in Agona in 1905, tc which Busia refers, had pcrsisted.n A similar
case is reported to have occurred in Juabong in 190’7-5 Government
support for the chiefs has been sbundant in the history of Ghana in

the latter nineteenth and especially, in the twentieth centuriess

The law of reciprocity operated in that chiefs who were
government sponsored chiefs also tended to support the central _
government not infreauently sgainst their own peoples This situation
of affairs still persists. Tt iz the case that sometimes sycophantic
telegrams, or utterances of support are sent to governments by selfish
or scemetimes apparently wicked individusl. The aim of such acts is
difficult to determine but often they morely seem te be desipned tc¢
please the powers thot be. Oraating that they mear what thelr propo~
sals say, the constitutions and decrses of pozt colonial central
povernments olearly indicate that they wouild like to have the benefit

of the expericnce of chiefehip but not sychopharcye

s+ Busia 1958: » 109, Reports that the igona people refused
to serve Kwame Boskye who was & povernment sponsored chief.

5- Thid. i 106,
6e  TIhide See page 107 et. seqe




The Stool Polity, Dowmocracy and Development

Demaocracy as = farm or a copecpt of gcvern&ent has been one
of the most stretcheds We oven have references in politicnl history
o demodracy in dictmtorshig._ While western ceuntrieé regard
:demmcracy.aﬁ Yo form of government with the supreme power vesteéd in
the neople and ciercised by them directly or indirectly through =~ -
system of representation and delegated authority in which peoplé
choose their officials and representatives at periodically held
elsctions’ (Weabster Hutchison's edition of 20th Century Dictonary) =
that is representative democracy — some Bastern countries like Russia
¢iiphasize economic control by government for the benefit of the
community usually threugh a one party orpenizations. Reference may be

made herc to the concept of democracy as envissged by tha famous

American Prosident Abrohan Lincoln whe portrays domocracy as a
.gofernment of the people, by the peovle and for the peoples

Whether that type of demceoracy is widely vractined is another matter.
The stecl pelity syetow of govefnmeﬂt is, in effect, a government
shich derives ite authority from  the peoples In the light of
the above defiﬂitions, it is o democratic form of gevernsment. Thore
is‘reproscﬁﬁition, decentrélization of power, accomntability, and
freadon of the individunl within o polity. Checks and balances are
provided on the politicn} ﬁover Qf a chiefd within the constitutiéh,
and the right of the peorde to fcject the pelitical dirccetion of a
leader who ceases to rule with, by snd for them is jealously pusrded

and maintainede

Describing the decentralisation aspoet of chiefship Sekyi pointed
to what he described as concentric eirclesg of competences of stools
and their incurmbeni in relntion to the apex stocl of”ﬁny 'étate'}
Danquah's contribution on the vosition of steocls and their commetences
clearly demonstrated the apportionment of power to different stoolsw
(Danguah 1928, Fattray 19297 "The Pattern of the Stosl Polity', s

MeGe Smith put it, "may be described os being cne of corporntions



29

aggrecate relal to ocash other which in twrn is represented in
sorporations whole which ore the stocls in combination to form the

structure.! (MG 2 i4v 1956, n.68)

In the steol polity system of government therefore, there -are
definite politicel competences and ohligaticns, ond delegated respon=
sibilitiese Constitutionally, no steol officer hags sbsolute powers
The wirg chilefs are checks, and at the same time important ancilliary
agents in the governmont at every level. The pattern of the stosl
polity of Asante Union was one in which the 'state chiefs® beécame wing
chiefs of the whole union government. This pattern is what has been

described as concentric circles of political powsr.

The Staol Polity ard Dovelom

Hational develrorent wiich was the theme of the 1974 Ghana Scoiclogi~

iz paper fo mean advance=—
ment to & pgulded goanl, o tnings which arey in

contemporary times, genera Londmerks ond styles

of 1ife prevzlent in the sceslled develoved counmiriess

In the case of Ghana, wve ooy 1ist ifems of wrogress ta include an

axtensive exploit ral resourcss and the develap—

ment of agriculture inclu’ animod hmsbandrys  Apart from these, nationsl

R

developvent moy Lngl - tual regpectability, plenty

for all, stability political orga™

nization. It would searn, conld theroiorce proceed
hetter in an atm are of trust widerstanding. At the mement no

scientific law of progre haa beern established bul peogle p@ﬂﬂﬁally Seem

to know what they mean when thoy tailk abent it. There iz a sense in which

"

Urhanity which is regarded

we may think of progress ‘o formg of
as wogress from Teolk m ural existence is not necessarily, as you may

agree, cdevelopment. suppest must involve the whole of the

culturee.
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of peiitical educstione Among its salicon®t ides

negded corparntinn

rative authorities for the parpose of
s in effoct fostered a now oon oo o o chnta The
s L e [E30 TOStayen a neyw ooncenlrion o Load i rnrchn iz
spirit of giving grants to native autheoritics towards development
projects, and the os i treasuries waz encouragede

Native anthorities

for wablic education, sunitary and
sonseol public caorvicos iovernment mod rovisicon for o centralized
i@ putli s G rramznt le provision {foo centralized

nabive sdministration to enter For services.

Thus the aceds of zetting an orpgonizetion to cater centrally

'.‘3 5

Tor vublic services were deliberately ccown oltheough in Asbanti for
exnmple, that kind of centralization brought ite own nroblems,
specially ss regarcds the relotionship betweon the Confederacy
Gouncil and the repglonal cr eomstituent statese In the main,
hewever, the principles enuncintad for exampls through the style

of indirect mide lorgely enforced or adopted the customary practices

of indigenous pelitical dnstitutions wvhich exizted before the

colonial experience.

The ehief's finoncial regources in modern Ghona

b . . N oy B I . 0
In the pagt the chief was financed in every twspect of his

rivate and public roeponsibilitics by the pecple and frowm the

j
9
L
jmd
5._I
4]
o
ot
o
o
H

resources of his realm. He was entitled, by virtu

office

te comrlete dependence on his eommunity or state for every—

?
thing. Most 18th or 19th century Ghansizn chiefs of the centralized

pelitical commanities were therefore fairly Taffluentt. That mosition

began to change long before the end of the cclonial erm in 1957. A

and seeial perammality of

chiei continned to inherit the 'spiritt

nig predecessor but his porscnality can me longer be soid to merge

with his office in overy waoye
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Now the chief may have some property which he may call his
own apart from the propérty of the stools He does not, in fact,
receive tributes and gifts from his subjects as.of the past+
His entitlements to certain parts of gamé hunted within the
confines of his jurisdiction are no longer seriously regardeds
As a result of the curtailment of these advantages of office, a
chief is unable to be a beneficiary of his realm as required by

- custonte Chiefs may not levy taxes without épproval from the
central government and taxes levied must be accounted for strictly.
Most chiefs receive stipends approved by the central governments
The effects on the maintenance of the supporting institutions of
the stocl office are obvious. As a result of that state of
finanecing their respectability and social standing, as the first

among; theif people, have suffereds

The contemporary situaticon of the stool polity
and sociasl development

The stool polity type of govermment required that a chief should
keep the peace within his realm and jealously.guard the boundaries of
his territory as well as defend his people againet external aggressions
The maintenance of political order sntailed operatioﬁs in other spheres
of the social organization. The chief was.the care of unity, the
grandfather of his people and the epitqme of the culture« In.the
context of the present national state of Ghana, the chief is still
likely tc be useful in fostering unity. This may seem paradoxical
since it has been the case that some contemvorary politicians have
used or tried to use the institution fo bring about segmentation of
the country. Hence some argue that the institution appears to be

predisposed to sectarianisme.

As we have noted earlier on, it is on record that some
cccupants of stools in the past as well as now, sometimes either

became drage on progress or betrayers of the trust imposed in them.
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In spite of these soclsl facts, successive governments before
and after independence in 1957 continuc to feed that the
instituticn is dndispensable in the overall political and social

adminigtration of the country.

Iﬁdeed, contemporary Ghona is rural in many pléces and the
stonl péli%y appears to have been most effective in such places.
fven at a'%ime in the recent past ﬁhén the judicial powers of chiéfs
were rigidly curtailed, rural folk preferred and continued to seek
afbitration from chicfs. Tor various torts and even crimes, ¢
the arbitration of chiefs was preferred to litigation in law

courts which, among other things, are sometimes considered remote.

We have indicated that scciclogically the overall polifical
influence of chiefs has chenged and their finaneizl resources are
nct only limited but in some cases not puarsnteeds It is a fact
that both casual as well as serious observers have questioned the
wisdom of retaining contemporary chiefs. Poople have wondered why -
candidates even continue to agree or litigate for the office of
chiefship at all. Tt weuld seem reascnable to expect that, under
nermal circumstances; it should be difficult te get incumbents
for vacant stool offices in conterporary Ghana. This is not s0e
Very afiluent aznd respectable individuols are making themselves
available for-most of these offices that become vacant. In sowme
cases candidates get invelved in protracted litigations for the
rlacess ‘The future of perscnnel for stool offices seem to he
assurced and the quality of such personrnel in terms of sducatién
2lso promises to be highe We will have to sxamine. the factors
promoting this trend of affalrs carefully to see what is happening.
However, we observe that not only are most villages and towns
anxious to have educated chiefs to meet the demands of contemporary
conditions, but that a number of enlightened people think the stool
polity type of government has something to offer the present and

future of Ghana.



The evidence of this conteniionlﬁéy.be éeéﬂmin a number
of things they do in the political and sceial reconstruction of
- the nation and stote of Ghanas Among these is the ¢all to chisfs
to help stream—line customary laws to make therm trul& asgimila~
table into the general laws of the countrys The bddy%of customary
laws of Ghana is of course alrendy recogniéed'as part of the law
of the country but the diversities in the laws on véry similar or
identical issues make it necessary for some Tevisions to be dons.
Besides, some of the usages are chsolete and il3™suited to modern
Qanitioﬁs and 1lifes+ Reference has only to be made to the_various
Adts and decrecs! since 1960 to notice the tremd ef the”social and
officisl governmental thought to which we have referred. Act 370
of 1971Hwent a long way to specify the arrangement of sectionss
There was_fo_be'a National.House.of“Chiéfs Qith five. chiefs from
eye;y_rogipn of Ghana, eleétod from ¢hiefs of the regions. Article
_ ”ﬁﬁﬁfof_thé ngstitut;en_gcnferredzqn it specific functions but it
was also stated that the House would be required to deliberate on
matiers reférred to it from time to time by the National Central
governments  This House was required to advise on chieftaincy and
govérnment'on a variety of matters including the final revision
of customary useges and law. FPart Twe of the Act established
regional Houses of Chiefs which was not very different fyom _
Provinceial Council of Chiefs of the pasts Indeed, the natibnal
House of ‘Chisfs could be compared with the Joint Provincial |
Council of chiefs which had Dedowah as its meeting place-?  The
difference was mainly in the compoéition and the respoﬁsibiiifiés
of the new House. Part TI dealt with Traditicnal Councils and
the duties of perscns to assist the councils. Tho following are
other parts of that Acts Act IV dealt with Divisional Couhcils,
Part V with Procnedihgs affecting the Institution itself, Part VI,

Stool Property = Part VII, Customary Law, Part VIIT dealt with who

7e DExcept that Ashanti was not represented.



iz a chief and categeries of chiefs, enstoclrent and destocl™
ment of chiefse. The current decree of the N.ReC. government
has accepted the main principles of the Act 370 of 1971 which

it has reviscd.

A3 n matter of et the whele of socizl developpent iz to
he one of the foremost concerns of the institution of chiefship.
Hence the troditionsl ways snd means of socialization like
festivals, periodic calls back home, and epecific organization of
rrojects to improve the conditions of the pzople, towns and
villages, nre ftn be exploited by chiefs. Fortunately experiénce

nas proved that the traditionad rulers would be uselu} in preserve

ing the degirable aspects of n distinctive Ghanalan culturc,

The Chiaftaincy Research Proiect

At this point it may be uscful to menticon some of the efforts
the government itself is making to examine the challenpges of con—
temporary Ghana in the sphere of culture. Rightly, it has been felt,
we suggest, that the challenges te Ghanaian culfure reguire dis-
passionate and scientific study of the dnstitutions like mérriage
and family inheritance and chieftaincy. The study of chleftainey
exposes us to the study of all those‘institutions listed before it
Yhe national comcern to ewhark on tho yroject of studyinﬁ this has
already been cdﬁcretely demonstrated by governments preceding the
HeteCe  However, there has been a formol launching cf it by the

HaRaCw government.

Ag far back as 1960, cven the late Kwame Nkrumah, who at a
point during the struggle for independence relt that the chiefs -
were obstructing the woay and that they should be dispensed with,
cseemed o have dissbused his mind of this =and favoared the
puaranteeing of the place of chiefs in the 1st Republican Consti—

tutions



Sumnery and conclusion : S

wWe have been.trying to examine the institution of chieftalney and
its socio~political relevance in contemporary Ghana. Althcugh we did not
trace its history in any delail we tried to draw attention to the checks
snd balances inherent in it and consequently to its democratic principless
The supreme power, wc saw, resided in'the'beople ang théy could reject a
chief when he ceased to rule in acﬁordaﬂée with the laws of the peoplé -

N

who legitimized his power.

The c&ioniél éxperience brought about some changes in the powers of
the chief ;nd that df the people. The d¢olonial era and government are past.
Subsequéntly populérly elected national governments or miiitar§ councile
have taken the reipns of povernment af'aifferent tires. Evidencé shows
that governmente since the national independence of Ghana have all felt
thot ‘the institution of chiefship continues to be useful in the political
and socisl administraticr of the country. Therefore in their own ways,
the goﬁernhaﬁts nave sought to guarantee the vlace of the institution in
the government of the country- Hot only do they do this but they :call

upon. chietalney ae an institutien te help in the task of reconstruction.

The most recent development is the reorganization of Houses of Chiefs and

national rescarch programmes to examine the traditional customs and usages

of the country as a whole.

Thie down to carth attitude to sbudy the basic indigenous
institutions of the country dispageionately seew to be a step in
the direction which we may ¢21l scientific. The results, we hope,
should be revealing and useful in forging future governments which
may be better based on the soil of culturs. Culture of course ie
dynanic and obviouély cognizance would have to be taken of that in
the study. This mesns it wonld be necessary ior us to he painstéking
in our researches in order to loocate the vital and resilient aspects

of the culture. Our final obsefvation iz that it is not unlikely



that something fruitfal may evolve from the study which is
currently being done on chicfships If this rroves to he so,

we would hope, that the institution would ve put to greater

and better use in the social development of the countrye.
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