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TH GHIFTICANCE OF ]_THE RIT23 OF PASIACE
AMONG 30ME THHN AN L

Brigld Sackey*
Introduction
Beads have congiderable significance in the auliures of gome Ghanaian

.-peoples- They are used by nearly all the ethnic groups but my main concern
.here is 0 digouss theirx éx‘bensive use, particularly by the Akan and Ga~-
Adangbe peoples of Southern Ghana in the rites of passage, that is, the
rituals and ceremonies that accompany the changes or trangition frrom one
stags of 1ife to another. This includes birth, puberty and death. The
focus of the paper is on the significance of beads as insignia in these
important ceremonieg in life among these Ghanaians, from the cradle to the
graves

‘Some Genersl uges of Beads _ _

Primarily, beads are considered to be a form of Jewellery and objects
for adornment as shown in the Fante (;’kkan) word for beads, "ahondze® ‘'ho!
Meang Yself", Ybody™ “mdze" is derived frem ®ndzerba® i.e« “things".

Tus beads, "ahondze" mean bodily things or adornments. DBeads are used by
both males and females but more extensively by the females who wear them in
the hair, around the neck, arm, Wwrist, waist, knee and ankle. Beads deter-
mine the rank of a person in socisty so that the beads of a chief are
different from those of his mubjects. Cardinall (1924 : 289) obgerved in
respect of the Gold Coast (Southern Ghana) that Wthose of the highest

distinotion wear on their arms and necks strings of beads which they call

aig:'i--;eﬁo Among the Bwe people of Southern Ghana, a person who hag dia—
tinguighed himgelf by meang of a great achievement abroad, e.g. in war and
in recent times after successful completion of gtudies overseas, is welcomed
with a string of precious beads. During the Yam Fegtival of the people of
youri {Akan) three precious beads are tied below the knee of the officiating.
priest as a 8l&n of his office (Opoku 1970 : 29). Traditional priests are
often recognigable by the manner in which partiocular beads are worn. Akan
priests wear a bandolier of tiny red beads, whilé Qe priegts wear a string

*Regsarch Fellow, Ingtitute of African Studles, Legon.
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of black.rownd beads -2nd white flat beads as. their priestly J.nsimia.
(. Field, 19€4: 187)

Some types of beads were used in slave treding a1 the Gold Coast and
thelr ectnomic value is recorded by Cardinal %. ..., anecklace of these
‘corals, of the thiciness of a finger mnd of the langth of an inch, will
cost as mich as the value of seven negroes .«.." {op. cit.: 289). Also
the "Fantees prefer the plain yellow bead, ths Amansheans the blue and
yellow for which they will givg duble the weight in gold® (op. cit: 288)
Eve Meyerowitz (1959: 207) wrifes that from the fifteemn century mwards
the Boo people (Akan ) exc.h&lgad gold for “"Bota" and “Bodom® beadg.

According to Asante (.Akan) oral traditims, beads were used in the
legal gystem to @scertain the fruth. An accused was given a 'Bodom’
besd in water to swallow and cohfess. Should he tell lies the beads would
choke and kill him.  Peter Sarpmg {(1974: 45) writes that witchoraft oould
also be transferred from strangers, usually from old women to the youn gor
mes In the fo':tm of beads as gifis.

" There are many other uses of be2ds but since the subject is on be&ds
and rites of pagsdge I shall limit nvself to the few examplea above.

YAgerey! Beods

Beads wary in material, shape, size and colour. They are made of stmne,
" wood, geeds, cowries, az_iimal-"baie and teeth, goral, gléss and other minerals.
But before I begin, the controversial term ‘sgarey’ (also spelt aggwy, sigri,
- accorry, skori, skoli) which is used to describe my pretty, coloursd bead
in Ghensa is m.':z-th eonsidering. There has bom a cqnipqverdy over _thé very
nature of the bead with many schools of thought but there are two major
widespread 'bheories'-' One says the original 'egerey* 1&5 a coral and the
other thinks it is glass. oo

Cardinal identvifies three types of beads called 'aggrey's One variety
15 single coloured, mother is mogaic and a third is striped. Although he
{14 emvinced sbout Barbot's accomt that the original faggrey' is a blue
coral growing in branching bushes at the bottom of rivers and lékes in
Benin (Nigeria), he nevertheless gives the other kinds, the mosaic ad the
striped, & V'.metian origin and thinks they had been made purposely for the
Africmn trades Van Lendewidk (1971: 96) is rether convinced of @ local
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origin of the original 'aggrey' which he believes %o be a blue bead that
comes srom a gilieate glass slag, a by-product from local iran ore smelting.
To substantiate this he gives ovidence that glass slags have been excavated
&t Beifikrom, Asebu and Begho in Ghana. James &quandsh (1923) has throwm
mere light an the swbject from which it appears that the hypothesis of
Landewijk is more credible. According to both Landewijk and Anquandah,
tfhe material for obtaining the irm ore is 2 local laterite and black
river sand which cantain certain impurities that give the asilicate slag
its blue colour. Anguendah talke of some Akan states like Adanse, Dompodss,
Edubease end others whieh used laterite in.smelt.mg and dates the periocl.
of this tecmology to the second centuxy A.D. |

Imdewijk (op. cite: 93) has compiled the different theories of the

nature and origin of the 'agarey' bead ag follows: -

1) The original 'a.gg:ey bead wag a blue, 1ocally found coral. .
2) It was a blue locally found mineral. |
3) It was made of glass.

4) It grew in the gromnd or was produced by thunder or
formed by supernatural powers. '

Sources of Beads

From 1y resesrch conducted smaig some Aken people in 1983, two main
types and pources of the beads they called “ashmndze pa* i.e. geuine or
precious beads were given. The first type is a blue bead called “Ekuar®
which is fownd in rivers of Nigeria md Camercms, and which supposedly
Cfound wvs wey into Ghana through Hause traders. The second type of beads
are beligved to come from the gromd. These are either multi-coloured,
mostly with a yellowish back grownd with designs of siripes, épots, stars
ma other motifs or have a miformed colour of light red, yellow and light
green, the latter sometimes with long stripes of gold dust. Some of the
Aken names for ihese coloured beads are “Bodom, Hota, Ntisetseaso, Nen-
kyerma® etc. The material of these "grownd" "zh@dze pa® could not be
ascertained gsince my informants give it 2 mpematural origin and rather
claim that Buropeans uéed to make imitatim of these "zhmdze pa® from

‘:Gﬁ ‘- roa .v H . ' v ) -
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glass. This claim hes bear confimed ty Alastair Lamb who states
(1975¢ 39):\ "we have good evidemce for European imitatim of Bodom fype
(of beads) that must date back o at least the sighteanth centuzyn.

On the fterm ®aggrey™ wminow: to the élaerly foikx and used by the
yomger generatim for my kind of bead, especially the mltimoolcﬁred oIl &8,
@me infomant thinks it might have got its name from one Papa 4gorey of
Dentsedo, Elmina, who wig the firsgt indigaie 4o 7 SpOT B E&zlbpem imitatiom
of "ahadze pa% from Burope @nd whose name the besutiful, multi~coloured
beads comsequently came to bear. Ag alreadr gtated, the older generatim
does not use the term 'agerey'! for any genuine bend zmd I think ‘agerey'
beads must refer to the blue bedd, Just ag Lamdewijk has established. Some
of the vemaculer names for the blue beids are ®skori® {Benin Nigeria) aa
in Chana "Ekuar or Kor® (Akan ) "»5{'011, korin (Ga-A.dmgbe)»_ It is therefore
a mimbmer e apply the term ‘asggrey’ o slmest any bead which is old,
valuable and pretiy. Nowadgys any glasy Toli:. evwm “hoge manufaciured
locally with all kinds of materials are all termed ‘aggrey'. Perhaps this
is 50 becduse there is no gingle miversal name for the genuine beadds.
However it must ba cledy thiat ko'l 4ha ‘*-'.'\*.1:3. rondg md the mlti-coloured
_b'eads agre to the elderly folk, who are experts in the kmowiedge of beads,
not 'aggray' but simply "shandze pa" i.e. geuine beads, for which e2ch
tribe has its perculiar name. Scme of these are “Bodom, Bota, Ntsetsezso,
Nenky erma® (Fante-Akan ), “Akosu, Adjabs, Occuboshiet (Ge-Admgbe), "B ta,
Age, Budegan (Ewe)-

My informants hold steadfast to the supernatural origin of the gromd
beadss Aocording to them (also Cardinal and Lemb) a spiral evolves from the
ground after which rollow iae boads anr.‘; soineTares with sine gold dast. Thig
fortune ig found mainly by hunters and farmers in the forest. It is s2id
that when 2 man sees the vepour he mist hide till after the beads heve
emerged to form 2 hedp because if the finder shouts the beads would sink
back into the gromd. The f:inde‘:c then takes some tree branches or uses the
loin cloth of his wife, if the lattzs is zround, %o beat dom the heap of
treagure and then finds a fowl to glaughker m hanks.siving for the fortune.
Reference was made to the mystical find of & geniine beads ty Ekow Abayin of
. Cape Coast who died in the 1950%s. OCne der an Hoow Abmy.n, a palm wine

i



brewsz, _weat to work he gaw a ve:r.'y musual hen vountzhing gld dust mdsr: (me

of hig pailm trees-_ After the. vomit, the hen vaniahed and vapour sta:rted

_' comms 01115 from the spot where ‘the hen had stdod and hmdreds of WBodom®
beadsg ca-me out. '

There ia a gaieral attenpt o disc:redit the mpematural orisin of -
ground beads. Ha';y 'm:'iters, including Cardinal and Lamb, th:l.nk that these
beads hed been recovered from soiet turisl sites. I do not atteipt to-
'd.a.ﬂprove this harpothesia, ‘because of lack of. evidences Bt normally. the Ak
':'bmy “their deed jJust m the outekirts of the village or tows md not in the
forest Where this treaaure is supposed to be. fomd. 0Of course there cmld

be aoclﬂm‘bal deaths in the forest but in Ecow Abcnyin‘s case l:mndreda of
-bea-da Were believed to. ha:ve bee fomnd and no perseri WesT's 80 W bee.ds _
md goes into the forest. In Hlmina the most recent find is said to have
occured a.hout 25 years 880+

' Locarding to pOpulaa: belief smne of these beads take the form of a. dog
_“When it ia ooming Out from 'I;he groundo O'I:hers say' the bead b&t‘ks 1ika 4
“dogy 9999019-1]& \!hel some. miéfertme is about to ocour in the fam];r wha'e
the bead is kep t, thas 'I;he name "Bodom®, the Fmte word for dog._ It ig a‘lao
beliewed that a "Bodom® bead will mltiply and yield ita kind when buried ~
'provided cartain rites, l:.ke aaa.sona yoied me of 13hati o, and womén in.
thei’c mmaea av*u.dmg the place vhere it is h:ried. It 1.5 intereat:hg to
note that when & menstwaating women es near the place where the bead is
:_ ?m“ied she disr'q:ts its g,e:'ﬂwth hut m finding the. 'l:re&sure of beads’ a mﬂﬂn' g
loin cloth om beused to beat dowm the evolving hesds (see commats a the

sectlcn m Paber'w belw)

5 & Althmgx ny mfoma.nts beliave in the axpa:na-lmral origin and pover of
the gmume gm.md beads they. could not giva the. suurce of this behefo Per—
h&pa this mpamatu-a.l cancept oould- £ind its -oo tg in the belief that o-t'her
“beads 1ike sesds, stme, mimel bme and’ tee'l:h etc. carry ‘Mper se" magical
'and med.icmal powers ‘because the tree ar- gtme ‘and other ob;]ects from which
- they o:c:lgina'l;e migat ﬁlemaelvea be inhabj.ted. by powgr:ml spirita. ag’ tradi—
+1cnal Aﬁ‘icm religicn teaches- mimals 1ike licn, leopard, el@hant, are.
very pomrful tn'eaturea. 80 'that their baies md teeth whén used as baads
may - _a.'_L_so be regarded as _e(pa_lly powa:ml- _
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Similaa:]y, the beads that come f:r:om the earﬂ1 be it 'l:.he natiVe_lwersicn
of vapouriaaticn' o‘r van I.endewi;jk's aaaerticn of - dariva.tim'm ’&rdn ore
' dng from the earth mat with- higaer probabilitv con tain some @ea““er' '
oy stical powers heoause of the gpecial positlm of the earth in Ghanaian
beliefa-. In many Aken beliefa ghe is snxppoaed to be ﬁze wife of 'Nyame“ the
supreme. bejng. Accordmg t0 Busis (1954: 195) the eaxth hag & spiri‘h.l,&l
power which mekes the plants g.'ow. It is-the earth that glves shelter to the
dead. merefore the earth migt be more powm-ful than the lesser apirita in
trees, staies eto. md Qefinitly the beads the earth brings forth mst in &y
opinim be edowed with greater supml&tural qualities-
£ _RITES OF PASSAGE AND

Birth

Bec&zae of thé belief in the power of mystical dmn gers before birbh, |
ritual.u.stic devicaa ‘are resorted to in order 1-,0 wact'd off evil omens in -
'-p:r.-_egxmw, in most Ghenaian societies. Charmg on wriata, akles, neck, _
.waist‘-are' worn. . Theae :l.nclude boads called "‘Almtmmi" end "Earinamomi"
by Aken pregwnt woma‘z m the walst az pro tcn w,cr- s A uk2ld bccomes elig:l.ble
"o be ushered into dka society. when 1t has survived the eight-dey after
brth, On thia dw it is aocorded aname as a s:.gz of its. Mmmm:.aatlm“
(Peter Sarpcng opecits 90), having o quered fhe powerful influmce of. the
seven spirits wlu.ch omtrol ‘the geven d&ys of the week. Smce wmtil 'l:he
‘eighth day,; a child is not treated as a poper human being, it is a.lgo not
" levighly 'Med'. Thus Ybahav fibre is used ag bymlets and - 133191:3 on -the
babr mtil the eighth day (Ra.‘t‘hrai'r 192‘7 57)¢ Then as a wmbol of ‘I:Emaitim
from the cpirit world into the-humen world, the chilc‘l is welcomed into, the -
"midst of the living with beads called "Grande, a.bia, nwensaa' tin interspered
_wi'l;h g'old nuge'l'@ and othier charmaz (Rattray op.edt: 62). The Fante use
1ittie gold nuggets wi’ch Ji*tle "bodom" beada (“bodom’*a") or any cne big
genuma bead as anecklace for the child. Tiny- whlte beads - called '*mft:tfma,‘*l
(A‘-cas) are alao 'I;:Led $0 botn w:r:ists, neck, legs ‘and walgt of tne childe e
mo*the:: ad oloae relat:.ves also put oo ™mfufua™ 4o sigify their victory end _
joy. Two strings of red and black tiny beads called Mibrelami® (Akan) are .
i ed md the child's neck to protect émd hold the frag:l.le neck fmom falling'-' g
.bé.dc.
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The *bodom' bLead which hhs a yallowish tinchurs i: z2id to Influence
the natoras of the baby's faecez. The litter, wher yellowish in golour and

hag a certain consistency, Ls cupposed to indiecate a healthy baly-

In Ghena twing fre regdrded 2s specizl people and are given special
charm called WAbamr (Akan ) which iw a sirina of beads consiating of a red
bead, Maikyerma', a yellow bead "Bodom™ or “Hota®, the blus bead, "Hkuex®
with gold nuggets. This ig tied to the left wwist of sz2ch twin. &mong the
Ga people the "Rodom® or "Bota®h bheads in the “Abam® are replaced by a white
flat end black round beads, novmally wom by priests and persons dedicatsd
to the certain deities. The purpose of the charn '"aban" is to 1 viect and
help the twins lead a normal 1life becanze twing are belleved 10 possess
mupern atural powers, and gv,l spirite misht influence them to wisuse .‘hhei:c

powers whei gtill youmg if thay are left wnprotected.

Diberty. _

~ Puberty rites detsrmine the t¥ansi tica from childhood to adulthood, In
the cage of the femdle, from gizlhvod o wommnhood. Tn these rited which
vary from me ¢thnic group o mother, /g.?,rl]_s are ritually clemnsed, taught
ahout the mecrets of marripd Lile SHg &l0L06d weld Lgdaus 48 2 visible mark

of chamge in the sooial E!.“-c-atuﬁ'

Puberty rites are ogtentaticur™r perfoimad by the GewAdangbe group o
which the Krobou naople helmge The cerlog of rites is known hy the Krobo ag
"hipo® =nd inclule insiructims and gomes vhieh ars brought to an end by the
adomnent with heavy accurmilatiom of 0ld, genuine beads eround the neck, 'waist,
arms and legs. These pracious beads disploy both thei nev status 2s women
md the wealth sud statee of Uiclr families (lirns sl Coie 1577 22)-

S8ince ths main alw of pubsrty riteé ig gesred townrds marrisge and
reproductia preciocus beads like "Eodom“ wnich are believed 1o posggess
fertility qualities Are necescaxy in them. A& srormous pile of heavy, colour-
ful beadé me put around the neck 1o hany dovn over the neked bésom and also

arond the waist o cover the pubic area of the initismd. In other words,
they are worn go close to the reproductive crgmms go as 4o make their _
fertility potential effective. WikuabaM fertility dolls, whish ape possesged

mainly by bamren women are Algo adomed with beads 30 as o induce fertility.
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Until the attainment of ‘this status of womanhood, not mud{ congiderstion is

" given to nudity and concealment of the semmal crgansi The Fante word for an at.’ole-

“geent givl, "cckataama," when analy sed may muggest the meaning "keep covered"o :
"ata® means MGover or conceal®, “agia® comes from the verb "sie® ise. *‘bunr'_' or

ceep wellt, Tn other words, the desiglatidn for a girl ai’te:c puberty may in the
bi:oad gense mean "&ceép dovered" i.e. Wproteot the sexual orgrns till marriage“
thug instilling the norm of cha.stlty in the yomg-

” - Beads are used not only to protect and preserve womanhoo ¢ but ‘chqr are helieved.
'bo serve also as a. stimlant durihg sexual relations. The ra.‘b‘blmg of the man'
waist beads is said to stimilate the male partner. Waist beads also help to foxm
the femalg waigt irto a particular shape, considered beantiful in the Ghanaian -_
sezlse'o'f'.jud'gement, which makes a "substantial impact? on men (Kofi Antubam 19'54:
92). Walst glrdles could be campiled of amy kind of beads aconrding o the socfal
and economic rank of a persa. Hewever during pubefty. rites only the preomus
ones like “Bodom' "Bota", "Ekuar® ete. are used.

The reprodnctlve ‘_DOWeI‘ sf beads is further illustra‘l:ed in the A.shantl Stool
TLytory Series (AS 77) in which one finde an ancient belief that beads can glve
birth gven Yo bhuman bemgs- For example the menbers of the “Asene" clan- are
'-oe,.lnvea %o have descended from a bead crlled "Berewua¥. (hildren of Asante ngs
were washed in powedered wBodom"® beads to. meke them grow (Ra.ttray opecites 22)

In _add:.t;.on_ 0 the pogidive. there are n:igah ive agpects of beads. Du.m.ng
‘mengtrua-ion, the beads girdle is replaced with a string or fibre because of 1:he-
‘belief in the spernatural nature of beads. Since a menstrating womsn is a taboo
end regarded as wnclean she ghould not go Tear 2 place where a "Bodom® bead ig _ |
Duried otba‘rmsn ghe disgrupts the bead‘ 5 pawer of 3elf reproduction.. On the other
hend, it is = woman's loin cloth, an object ma:nly uged to hold msnstrual blood, "
that is gaid fo be.used 0 beat down. the beads when ‘thq_y are coming from the ground.

The _explmé.tién' for the gpParent cmtradi’cfion of using the latter to ..
iouch the sacred beads may lie in the belief that once a sacred iteém is touched
by an impure one it loses its power.. ‘A though in thig specific ingtance, the
1oin cloth would be a fresh one - gince a wom=n in her period would be wnable.

“+0 aecompany the husband to work. There is still the strong belief ghout its
impurity and therefore once it tmuches the beads, they would lose their power
s withdraw and thus rerain with the finder.

B 1’erhaps the whole nw'stery sarmundmg lnqnstrua.tlon ahould be oonsidemed.'
‘?‘irs’cly, it ig a biologlc fact, which given &’ gource ‘of reoogutmn 1eg:|.timises
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_'upmanhood, end reproduct.;m of sczc;etv. Alleged aamenese of blood ig aaié o .
“be the basis of matriliny amon g the Akan. The rati cnalzl.za.tim for this daaeentf
prine:.ple is that sn Alr.an chlei"s sister sacrificed her son in order to save
the whole Clan, hzt it is only a ratic.nllzatlm. Eloog medns life ;t;;_cl,cn-r"
fof the atr:ikmg differences betwem the 1iving and thes mei?ﬁrs ia that 'Ehe
latter lack blood, and the periodical_}_;,.eod of the woman which tl::rougca washlng
gets to the eerth " the ‘;z:gf;f’ﬂ ahode of the amestors - cén be said to
us restoring ccntdct between the 1ivmg mad -I-he by sically-
‘”6&4_3.'6.; amestors- Perh&ps that is the more rea-s;n why sexnal relaticns are
prohlbited during maze‘h:'uatim 0 that ‘the period of soﬁitude a aa-crethees
between the woman, and for that matter the llving and the- ancestors should
not be distupted. o1t is thet there exist the stvong belief of the Aken -
md others that children are sent by the mces‘bors through the woman and ébes_
“not menstruaticn qualiiy her to be adle bear child.‘r.‘m' .&lmst in - all
. 'libatim prayers children are dea:l.red (See also Ra-ttrew 1927 73 - 160)

“rev:_ve!‘ Lap

Howe’ver this ccncept of mmstrua.. mulemlmess is widespread I’b is

- also in the Bible (I.evi-bicue 12) but what gave Tise to thig thought in the.
African ixaditicn'? Aocording to Iy mesgre knowledge in biologr, mmstmaticn-
takes p"ace beca.tse e 'mf:_.“'bll sed ovunm ‘ncide the women is destrcyed- This
‘cauges a flow of blood which is da;r:ker in colour d different in odour then
-nomal blood, a;ld the loss of blood - be it normral or mms*l:rual - could weakaz
the wman and even make her gicke. Sinoe there is a stmng mman belief
that every ‘sickness both physical md spirituel is effected through the fome.'
of evil spirite, I. am inclined to-think that those who instituted this
_ twnolem phammmon' mig'rl: haxre jusﬁ.fiabhr or mjustiflahly cma'l:med tha-'h
this mmatmal Process migh-b bs a form of sldmess being steereﬁ by evil. ad-
1f so then a nestruating woman migh cer'bamly posgess: wstioal dmgers o
hamful to gocie‘t‘,y and therefore needad to be sechlded .f‘rom the rest of ﬂze ;
__.-eomnnmiw m:mng th:La period.

In Ghmaim aoclety a.peraon is at no time so hmoured and respected as

| k a.t 'I:ha'l; of hia death, becmse dea'l-h 1s me of ﬁze req.xiremmts fOr one to

.' .' beoome al mcestor_ - a sp:.ritual ‘oemg whieh can :’:nﬂ:.c‘t puniahmmt as well
e blessing @ his living relaums, ‘according to the la.tter:‘s bel'rwioux. '
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Although there is the acwuired hebi © of wrepping the dead in & shroud
or guit,beads are never missing @ the corpse. At death no matter what
rositim a women might have held in life two girdles of waist beads, a
necklace and wrist beads are used to adorn the body, though the selectich
of the {ype of beads normally reveals the social status of the dead. In
the case of 2 man, a short siriped bead called "Brempon agen ma" {Fante,
mezxing Wa worthy person has passed awa;;r“), ig tied to the left foot of the
dead man. 1If he happened 4o be a twin or me of the special childrm3
mtitled to "Abam_" (See sectim m birth above), the string of the ®ibanm®
beads is tied to the left wrist. Moumers may wear any kind of dark beads
to signify their grief. Widows and orphans wear particulsr beads to denote
their special state. Among the hesmte & widow ig recognised by & particular
kind of beads called "Gyabom " which are fastened mto the right wrists and
the ankles (Rattray op. cit. 171). - '

4 Qying Asante King is given a concotiam of water, rum, gld dust ami
a “bodom" bead (Kyerematen 1970: 6). The bead sigmifies the power of the
Qeenmother which is supposed to come from the moon (E. Mayerowitz 1958 Ch-l’.)
Howgrer e bead is remeved while the other contents are made to seep into
the dying body. It is believed that the bead is anly added to give the dying
king assurdnce that the Iwmar power of the Gueen mother is accompanying him
into the other world to help him through just ag she did in his life time.

Songlnsian

Beads are objects used to indicate the pagsage from one status of life
into the other: from the spirit world into the living world and in the living
world, they merk the diffwrent gtages of 1ife e.g. birth, puberty, death:
till one retums to the gpirit world. Beads &re used mainly az cherms for
protectim- They protect the premant woman from evil gpirits that may
1 i ger the 1ife of the mbom child and ensure safe del:c.very They protect
the young baby and keep it healthy. They protect the adolescent till ma.zriage-
They asccompany the dead to the other world to bear wiineags that they had been
into the living world. '

Beads I think were chosen for the rites of pagsage not enly becau_ge of
their durability and magical nature tut they also show the beauty and
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importancs of the different gshtages in life. That the same old beads are

uged from gensration fo generation portray the living tradition of these
Ghanaiens, a tradition that links the activities of yesterday with that of

today .
NOTES
1) Congidering the size of a ‘Bodom' bead which has a diameter
- ranging from 2.5 am ~ {1 am and a length of between 2 cm -
9 en it is not unusual that one could easily get choked on
swallowing it. _
2) 4 parallel rite is performed in Zululand. When a child began
" to crawl, a medicinal amulet -~ a special berry which served as
a charm for good health ~ was replaced by a single string of
begads called “ingejet.
3) E:g. the third siceegsive female or ma;le child, the geventh,
- ninth, tenth and the child born immediately after a twin are
all special children and entitled to wear the protective charm
of ®ibam¥ beadg. )
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