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Zambezig (1975-6), 4 (ii).

RESEARCH REPORT
A SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF WORK ON DORIS LESSING

As 15 POINTED out below, in L.B. Rix’s review of recent criticism of the
writings of Doris Lessing, her work has become something of a cult in
North America. The output of theses and articles, as shown in the following
select bibliography, is such that it is rapidly achieving the status of an oeuvre
that deserves study in its own right. This may sound scholastic but it is un-
usual for a living writer to attract such attention; and what would be particu-
larly interesting would be to have Ms Lessing’s own views on the subject.

A bibliography of Doris Lessing appeared as long ago as 1967 but
much has appeared since then. S. R. Burkom has produced two ‘checklists’,
but these concentrate on literary reviews of Lessing’s work, as it appeared,
rather than on academic, interpretative articles;z and two of the books that
Rix reviews below include similar listings.? The select bibliography that
follows exchides book reviews, interviews with and articles by Doris Lessing,
gencral books and comparative articles which may refer to Doris Lessing
among other writers, and the works reviewed below by Rix, As one of the
objects 1n compiling this select bibliography is to chart the rise in interest in
Doris Lessing, entries have been arranged in chronological order, as far as
is possible within the vagaries of non-calendar academic and publication
years’,

It will be seen that academic interest in Doris Lessing’s work began in
the eatlier 1960s; the enthusiastic review of The Golden Notebook in the
New Republic of 15 December 1962 by Irving Howe may have been in-
fluential in North America; but the twe interpretations from East Germany
in 1963 seem to spring from other, Marxist, interests, which, however, seem
not to have greatly developed, with the result that the focus of concern has
remained feminist and ‘psychological’,

GINDIN, J. 1962 'Doris Lessing’s intense commitment’, Postwar British Fiction : New
Accents and Attituder (Berkeley, Univ, of California Press), 65-86.

GRAUSTEIN, G. 1963 ‘Entwicklungstendenzen im Schaffen Doris Lessings', Wissen-
schaﬁhche Zeitschrift der Karl-Max-Universitdt Leipzig, Gesellichafts und Sprack-
wissenschaftliche Rethe, 12, 529-33.

10 I;;p, Doris Lessing : A Bibliography (Johanneshurg, Univ. of the Witwatersrand
Press, 1967).
2 * Doris Lessing checklis®, Critique (1969), 11, 69-81; A Checkiist of Primary and
Secondary Sourcer (Troy (N.Y.), Whiiston, 1973}
3 A. N. Krouse, ‘A Doris Lessmg checklist, in A, Pratt and L. §. Dembo (eds),
Doris Lessing : Critical Studies {Madison, Univ. of Wisconsin Press, 1974), 166-72;
{'é%cjhh;%tgr‘iz'rhs Novels of Doris Lessing {Carbondale, Southern Tllinois Univ. Press,
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HARTWIG, D. 1963 ‘Die Widerspiegelung afrikanischer Probleme im Werk Doris
Lessings’, Wissenschaftliche Zeitschrift der Universitit Rostock, 12, 87-104.

WELLWORTH, G. 1964 ‘Doris Lessing : The angry young cocaor’, The Theater of
Protest and Paradox : Developments in the Avant-Garde Drama (New York, New
York Univ. Press), 248.50.

HOWE, F. 1965 ‘Doaris Lessing’s free women’, Nation {11 Jan.}, 34.7.

CAREY {J.) A. A. 1965 ‘Doris Lessing : The Search for Reality : A Study of Six
Ma]or Themes in Her Novels’ {Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison, PhD thesis).

McDOWELL, F. P, W, 1965 ‘The fiction of Doris Lessing : An interim view’, Arizona
O.uar:erly, 21, 315-45.

BREWSTER, D. 19653 Doris Lessing (New York, Twayne).

OLSEN, B. F. 1965 *“A Sunrise on the Veld” : Analysis’, in J. V. Hapopian and
M. Dolch {eds), Imrght II : Analysis of Modern British Literature {Franknfurt,
Hirschgraben), 234-8.

SCHLUETER, P. 1965 ‘Doris Lessing : The free women's commitment’ in C. Shapiro
(gdﬁ)l, Contemporary British Novefub' {Carbondale, Southern Illinois Univ. Press},

BREWER, J. E. 1967 ‘The anti-hero in contemporary literature’, Jowa English Bulletin
Yearbook 12, 55-60.

SCHLUETER, P. G. 1968 ‘A Study of the Major Novels of Doris Lessings’ (Scuth
Illinois Umyv., Carbondale, Ph.I). thesis).

BURKOM, 5. R. 1969 ‘“Only connect” : Form and content in the works of Doris
Lessing’, Critigue : Studies in Modern Fiction, 11, 51-68.

BURKOM, 5. R. 1970 ‘A Reconciliation of Opposites : A Study of the Works of Doris
Lessing” (Univ. of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Ph.D. thesis).

BURKOM, S R. 1971 “Wholeness as Hieroplyph : Lessing’s Typical Model and
Meaning' (Paper for M.L.A. Seminar 46).

SMITH, D. & 1971 ‘Ant Imagery as Thematic Device in the “Children of Violence
Series” ' {Paper for M.L.A. Seminar 46).

SCHLUETER, P. {ed.) 1971 The Fiction of Doris Lessing : Papers Collected for
M.I.A. Seminaer 46 (Evansville {Ind.}, Univ. of Evansville),

GAILé ?{) 1971 *The personal matter of Dords Lessing’, North American Review, 256,
66-70.

ALCORN, N. E. 1§71 "Vision and Nightmare : A Study of Doris Lessing’s Novels
{Univ. of California, Irvine. Ph.D. thesis).

BROOKS, E. W. 1971 ‘Fragmentation and Integration : A Study of Doris Lessing’s
Fiction {New York Univ., Ph.DD. thesis).

SMITH, D. E. 8. 1971 ‘A Themam: Study of Doris Lessing’s *“Children of Viclence”
(Loyola Univ., Ph.D. thesis).

DRAII%BLE ?041971 -2 *Doris Lessing : Cassandra in a world under siege’, Ramparts,

, viii,

SPACKS, P. M. 1971-2 ‘Free women’, Hud:on Review, 24, 559-73.

MUTTI, G. 1972 ‘Female roles and the function of art in The Golden Notebook',
Massachuselts Studies in English, 3, 78-83

RICHEY, C. W. 1972 ‘Professor Watkin's “Bleep of Necessity” : A note on the
para]lel between Doris Lessing’s Briefing for a Descent into Hell and the G. L.
Gurdjieff-P.D.Ouspensky system of esoteric psychology’, Notes on Contemporary
Literature, 2, i1, 9-

KRAg.Sg Ah N. ) 1972 “The Feminism of Doris Lessing' {Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison

D. thesis).

MARCHINO, L. A. 1972 *‘The Search for Self in the Novels of Doris Lessing’ (Univ.
of New Mexico, Albuguerque, Ph.DD, thesis).

MORGAN D, D. 1972 *The Unity of Human Life : The Meaning of the Novels of
Daris Lessing' (Qccidental College, Las Angeles, PhD. thesis}.

MORRIS, R. K. 1972 ‘Doris Lessing, Children of Violence : The quest for change’,
Continuance and Change : The Contemporary British Novel Sequence {Carbondale,
Southern Illinois Univ. Press), 1-27,

. 'THORPE, M. 1972 ‘Martha’s utopian quest {Doris Lessing’s “Children of Violence™
Quartet)’, in A, N. Jeffares (ed.) Common Wealth {Aarhus, Akademisk Boghandel),
101-13.

SPENCER, G. 1972 * “Feminity’” and the wotnan writer : Doris Lessing’s The Golden
Notebook and the Diary of Anais Nin’, Women’s Studies, 1, 247-57.

GRAz\’/ES glac 1972 'Doris Lessing’s two anlheaps Notes on Contemporary Literature,

iii

MARCHINO, L. A. 1972 *The search for self in the novels of Doris Lessing’, Studies

in the Novel, 4, 252.61.
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MULKEEN, A. M, ‘Twentieth-century realism : The ‘grid’ structure of The Golden
Notebook, ibid., 262-74.

LANG, F. 1972 ‘Doris Lessing : Madness or ideclogy’, Off Our Backs (Dec.), 10-11,

KARL, F. R. 1972 ‘'Doris Lessing in the sixties : The new anatomy of melanchaly’,
Contemporary Literature, 13, 15-33,

PRATT, A, “‘Women and nature in modern fictiorn’, ibid., 476-90.

GINDIN J. 1973 ‘Lessing criticism’, Contemporary Lsteramre 14, 586-9.

GOHLMAN S.C. A, 1973 ‘“The Modern * ‘Bildungsroman” : Four Novels' (Univ. of
Mlchman Ph.D. thesis).

HENDIN, J. 1973 ‘Dorizs Lessing : The phoenix “midst her fires”’, Harpers {June),
246, 83-6.

MANNING, M. 1973 ‘Doris Lessing's belief in survival’, Ailantic Monthly, 231, 116-18.

PR.: ‘XTIT 3A . 1973 ‘Archetypal approaches to the new ferminist criticism’, Bucknell Review,

!

HALLIDAY. P.A. Y. 1973 “The Pursuit of Wholeness in the Work of Doris Lessing :
Dualities, Multiplicities and the Resolution of Patterns in Illumination’ (Univ. of
Minnesota, Minneapolis, Ph.ID. thesis), .

NAUMER, M. A. 8. 1973 ‘The City and the Veld : A Study of the Fiction of Doris
Lessmg { Univ. of Oregon Eugene, Ph.D. thes;s)

MARCHINO, L. 1973 ‘Papers on Doris Lessing : An introductory comment’, World
Literature Written in English, 12, 148-9,

PRAT'I(‘1 A5015907'3 ‘The contrary structure of Doris Lessing’s The Golden Notebook',
ibid., 150-60.

PORTER, N. 1973 “Silenced history : Children of Violence and The Golden Note-
book’, 1bid., 161-79,

O FALLON, K. 1973 ‘Quest for a new vision’, ibid., 180-9.

SELIGMAN D. ‘The Sufi quest’, ibid., -206.

BROQKS, E. W. 1973 “The image "of woman in Lessing's The Golden Notebook’,
Critique : Studies in Modern Fiction, 15, 101-9,

HYNES, J. 1973 *The construction of The Golden Notebook’, Jowa Review, 4, 100-13.

THORPE, M. 1973 Doris Lessing {London, Longman for British Cleuncil).

GRANT, V. F. 1974 'The Quest for Wholeness in the Novels by Doris Lessing’ (Rutgers
Univ., Ed. D. thesis}.

MARKOW, A, B. 1974 ‘The pathology of feminine failure in the fiction of Doris
Lessing”. Critique ; Studies in Modern Fiction, 16, 88-100.

SCHLUETER, P. (ed.) 1974 A4 Small Personal Voice : Essays, Reviews and Inter-
views (New York, A. A, Knopf).

ROSE, E. C. 1974 “Doris Lessing’s “Children of Violence” as a Bildungsroman . An
Eriksonian Analysis (Univ. of Massachusettes, Amherst, Ph.D. thesis).

CRAIG, J. 1974 ‘The Golden Notebook ; The novelist as hemme University of Windsor
Rsrzew 10, 55-66.

JOYNER, N. 19?4- “The undemdc of the butterfly ; Lessing's debt to Woolf, Journal
of Narrative Technigue, 4, 204-11.

LIBRY, 11'{\)1 2\’ 1974 ‘Sex and the new woman in The Golden Notebook’ Towa Review,

G-20.

PORTER, D. 1974 ‘Realism and failure in The Golden Notebook’, Modern Language
Quarterly, 35, 56-65.

SELIGMAN. C. D, 1975 ‘The Autobiographical Novels of Doris Lessing’ (Tufts Univ.
Ph.D, thesis}).

KING. H. B. 1975 ‘Convenient Fictions : The Novel within the Novel in the Works
of Doris Lessing, André Gide and Fiann O'Brien {Univ. of Qalifornia, Los Angeles,
Ph.D. thesis).

BROWN, L. W. 1975 'The shape of things : sexual images and the sense of form in
Dioris Lessine’s fiction', World Literature Written in English, 14, 175-86.

RUBINSTEIN, R. 1975 "Outer space, inner space : Doris Lessing’s metaphor of science
fiction'. ihid., 187-96.

WELLS. D. B. 1976 ‘The Unity of Doris Lessing’s “Children of Viclence™’ (Tulane
Tniv., Ph.D. thesis}.

CARNES. V., 1976 ‘“Chaos. that's the point” : Art as metaphor in Doris Lessing’s
The Golden Notebook! World Literature Written in English, 15, 17-28,

KROVSE, A. N. 1976 ‘Doris Lessing's feminist plays®, ibid., 305-22,

McDONALD, J. M. 1976 ‘Doris Lessing’s The Memoirs of @ Survivor, ibid., 323-6.

VLASTOS. M. 1676 ‘Doris Lessing and R. D). Laing : Psychopolitics and prophecy’,
Prblications of the Modern Languape Association of America. 91, 245.58.

RUBINSTEIN. R. 1976 ‘Briefing on inner space : Doris Lessing and R. D. Laing’,

Psychoanalytical Review, 63, 83-93.
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